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Reply to Office Action of February 23, 2004 

Amendments to the Claims 

The current listing of the claims replaces all previous amendments and listings of the 

claims. 

1 . (Currently Amended) Process for manufacturing a continuous yam , in which 
comprising: 

drawing a multiplicity of streams of molten material to form a multiplicity of 
continuous filaments is form e d by th e m e chanical drawing of a multiplicity of streams of 
molten th e rmoplastic(s); 

and th e s e gathering the multiplicity of the filaments ar e gath e r e d into at least on e the 
yam with a wheel FTJI ; and 

charact e rized in that the monitoring a position of the wheel to determine whether a 
tension exerted by a combination of som e or all of th e s e the multiplicity of the filaments is 
p e rman e ntly monitor e d by d e t e cting th e transition of this t e nsion falls below a predetermined 
¥ah*e tension. 

2. (Currently Amended) Proc e ss The process according to Claim 1, charact e riz e d in 
that th e monitor e d tension is e x e rt e d by th e said combination wherein the multiplicity of 
filaments on a castor having is gathered in a peripheral groove in which th e y ar e e ngag e d on 
the wheel . 

3. (Currently Amended) Proc e ss The process according to Claim 1, charact e riz e d in 
that th e said combination of filam e nts is linlc e d to a lev e r in such a way that the latter pivots 
wh e n th e monitor e d t e nsion pass e s b e low th e said pr e d e t e rmin e d valu e , a magn e tic det e ctor 
th e n b e ing actuat e d further comprising: 

detecting a movement of a first end of a lever with a magnetic detector when the 
tension falls below the predetermined tension, the second end of tire lever connected to the 
wheel. 
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4. and 5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) Proceso The process according to Claim 1, charact e riz e d in 
that th e filam e nts ar e made oxclusivolv of wherein the molten material comprises glass. 

7. (Currently Amended) Process The process according to Claim 1, characterized in 
that th e filam e nts ar e mad e of wherein the molten material comprises glass and of at least one 
second thermoplastic. 

8. (Currently Amended) Process The process according to Claim 2, characterized in 
that th e said combination of filaments is linlc e d to a l e v e r in such a way that th e latt e r pivots 
wh e n th e monitor e d t e nsion pass e s b e low th e said pr e d e t e rmined valu e , a magnetic d e t e ctor 
th e n b e ing actuat e d further comprising: 

detecting a movement of a first end of a lever with a magnetic detector when the 
tension falls below the predetermined tension, the second end of the lever connected to the 
wheel . 

9. and 10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) Proc e ss The process according to Claim 2, charact e riz e d in 
that th e filam e nts are made exclusively of wherein the molten material comprises glass. 

12. (Currently Amended) Proc e ss The process according to Claim 3, charact e riz e d in 
that th e filaments ar e mad e e xclusiv e ly of wherein the molten material comprises glass. 

13. and 14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently Amended) Proc e ss The process according to Claim 2, characterized in 
that the filam e nts ar e made e xclusiv e ly of wherein the molten material comprises glass and ef 
at least one second thermoplastic. 

16. (Currently Amended) Proc e s s The process according to Claim 3, characterized in 
that th e filam e nts ar e madi e : exclusiv e ly of wherein the molten material comprises glass and ef 
at least one second thermoplastic. 
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17. and 18. (Canceled) 

19. (New) A method of a determining breakage of at least one filament of a yam: 
gathering a plurality of filaments into the yam with a wheel; and 

monitoring a movement of the wheel to determine whether the at least one filament 
has broken. 

20. (New) The method according to claim 19, further comprising: 
disposing the wheel on a first end of a lever, wherein 

the movement of the wheel is monitored by detecting a movement of a second end of 
the lever. 

21 . (New) The method according to claim 20, wherein the movement of the wheel is 
monitored by detecting the movement of the second end of the lever with a magnetic 
detector, 

22. (New) The method according to claim 21, wherein the lever is configured to 
pivot about an axis. 

23. (New) The method according to claim 21, wherein the wheel is configured to 
pivot around an axis. 

24. (New) The method according to claim 21, wherein the plurality of filaments is 
gathered into the yam by a peripheral groove on the wheel. 



